
                                The Five Fundamental Points 
 

                                 Point 5: THE CHURCH 
 
Jesus’ passion was His bride, the Church (Rev 21:21, Jn 3:29). 

In Hebrews 12:2 it says: 
“Let us fix our eyes on 
Jesus, the author and 
perfecter of our faith, who 
for the joy set before him 
endured the cross, 
scorning its shame, and 
sat down at the right hand 
of the throne of God.”  
This joy was to redeem 
His bride the Church for 

Himself; to rescue Her from the dominion of Satan and to be 
married to Her forever. 
 
Definition of the Church 
The word “church” means “the called out ones dedicated to the Lord.” 
We take the definition of who is included in the Church from Jesus’ own 
words in Matthew 16:15-18: ““Who do you say I am?” 

 
Simon Peter 

answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 
 
Jesus 

replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed 
to you by flesh and blood, but by my Father in heaven. 

 
And I tell you 

that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church” The rock 
Jesus refers to is the confession: “You are the Messiah, the Son of the 
living God”. So everyone who confesses that Jesus is the Messiah or 
“Christ” is a member of the church of the living God. This also implies 
that they recognise that Jesus is the only way to God.  However, their 
faith might not be genuine: the Bible gives us a test of this faith: “We 
know that we have passed from death to life, because we love our 
brothers. Anyone who does not love remains in death.” (1 John 3:14). If 
their faith is genuine it will show itself by their love and submission to 
one another, as Ephesians 5:21 says: “Submit to one another in the fear 
of Christ”  
 



Unity and Division 
When the church was born the believers were baptised with the Holy 
Spirit and there was total unity and love. Every day they met in the 
temple and ate together with glad hearts, praising God and having 
favour with all the people. (See Acts 2:42-47) 
 
The church began with a spirit of love and unity. However, over the 
centuries the Church became divided and today we have inherited a 
situation where many believers travel to a congregation which may be 
miles from their home and rarely if ever meet with Christians who live 
nearby. This does not mean that we should leave the congregations that 
we believe God has called us to belong to and join one nearby, but 
rather that we should pray, as Jesus did, for the total unanimity of the 
Church, that we should be one as Jesus is one with the Father. 
 
There is nothing more destructive than division and disunity. We should 
always work to place ourselves in the centre of the church and work 
hard to put to death any attitude that we are independent of the Church 
where we live. Many people make the error of distinguishing themselves 
from the local church by claiming to have ideas or doctrines that are 
superior or different. The enemy is well aware that His best weapon is 
division, so we must work hard to have a heart that accepts and seeks 
to build up the Church where we live. We are told to have brotherly love, 
and like a natural family, we don’t choose our brothers and sisters. So in 
the Church we must have a heart of humility, unity, love and acceptance 
of them, treating them as better than ourselves (Phil 2:3). Read also 
Paul’s passionate declaration of this aim in Ephesians 4 
 
Three main ways to work for unity: 
1. Be at as many meetings and other events as possible. 
2. Take part rather than just attend. 
3. Spend time before and after the meetings getting to know everyone. 
 
How many people constitute a church? 
Where two or three are gathered together in the Name of Jesus, there 
he is. (Mat 18:20). And the place where the Lord lives is His Church. 
From what we understand, the local church is whatever place Christians 
meet in the name of the Lord. 
 
We believe that these places need to have a pastor or elders, but if 



momentarily there isn't one, they don't cease to be to be the Church of 
the Lord. Very small churches are often despised and ridiculed. But the 
size of a church is never mentioned in the New Testament, though it 
does mention many people being added on occasions. Where the Lord 
presides over the meeting, it should have the highest name. And here in 
earth there is no name that is higher for a place than the name of the 
Church. 
 
The Church is local 
Paul, when he refers to the local church of Ephesus calls her: “The 
household of God which is the church of the living God, pillar and 
ground of truth." (Tim 3:15). The house meetings also he calls "the 
church that is in your house" Rom 16:5; Col 4:15. We cannot say we 
belong to the universal Church if we don’t first belong to the local one. 
Neither is it biblical to say we belong to a church or leaders who are not 
in our locality. If we have disagreements with the teaching or practice of 
the local Church God has put us in, we are duty bound to go to the 
leadership of that church to explain our disagreements. Only by doing 
this do we fulfil our obligation to work towards unity. Any other attitude is 
divisive. Once we are released of any divisive attitude we can maintain 
our unity by taking part in the meetings: praising, worshipping, praying, 
prophesying, etc.  
 
A Church, not just a fellowship 
Also experience has taught us that when we don't think about the local 
gathering we are in as a Church and we just consider ourselves a group 
of people and not as a "pillar and ground of truth", this group will 
probably disappear. But when the brothers meet in the name of the Lord 
and are conscious that they are the Church of Christ, this group can 
grow and Glorify God. 
 
In speaking about the locality of the Church it doesn't cloud the vision of 
her universality. And those who are aware that they are the Church 
know that they must have a universal projection, taking to heart the 
commission to go into all the world not only to preach the gospel but 
also to establish churches in all corners of the world. 
 

The church is our family 
When Jesus was told that his mother and brothers were outside waiting 
to see him, He asked: “Who are my mother and my brothers?” Then he 



looked at those seated in a circle around him and said, “Here are my 
mother and my brothers! Whoever does God’s will is my brother and 
sister and mother.” Mark 3:31-34.While our first responsibility is to care 
for our relatives,  

The functions and activities of the Church 
These functions described in the first of the five points: praise, worship 
prayer, evangelism and signs and wonders. The first and main activity is 
always to meet together as a Church to minister to God as His priests 
and to encourage one another.  (Heb 10:25) 
 

CONCLUSION 
We believe that Jesus 
Christ is coming back 
for a Church “without 
spot or wrinkle”. As 
such we need to pray 
as He did “that they 
may be one”, and use 
every opportunity to 
build our unity and 
love for all people who 

believe that Jesus is “The Christ, the Son of the living God” 
 
Songs:  
For I’m building a people of power; We are one body; We are His family 
 
 
CONCLUSION FOR ALL FIVE FUNDAMENTAL POINTS 
These five points that we have called fundamental and that pertain to 
the vision that God has given in the New Testament. May we seek the 
Lord daily for greater revelation to Glorify Him more, until that great day 
that Jesus Christ returns for His bride, the Church. 
 Jesus Christ said: “I will build my church” (Matt 16:18) 
 
The Five fundamental points are a summary of New Testament doctrine 
in practice. They are: 1. The Glory of God   2. Knowing God   3. 
Identification with God   4. Brotherly relationships   5. The Church. They 
were written in about 1995 in Spanish by Jorge Pradas. This revision is 
by Rivers of Life Church, Oxford. For a copy of all five points please see 
www.riversoflife.org.uk 

http://www.riversoflife.org.uk/

